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Sharing Niagara’s history: County funding
allows StoryAmerica series to expand

BY TERRY DUFFY

Editor-in-Chief
Last week, Niagara County
Legislator Irene Myers vis-

ited with local tourism officials
and historian interests from
Youngstown and Ransomville to
present $3,000 in county funding
intended to further expand the
area’s historical past to outside
visitors.

Known as the “Great American
Story Search” (storyamerica.
org), this Kevin Costner-inspired
project has expanded locally
into a partnership of the Niaga-
ra Falls National Heritage Area
(NFNHA) and the Discover Ni-
agara Shuttle. Sara Capen, ex-
ecutive director of the NFNHA,
together with Youngstown resi-
dent Aaron Dey of the Discover
Niagara Shuttle, provided insight
on this offering that delves into
local history like no other.

“We focus on those stories sur-
rounding our history and culture.
As a National Heritage Area, our
focus is here in Niagara County,”
Capen said.

According to Dey, the project
entails the compiling of local ac-
counts provided by contributors
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Niagara County Legislator Irene My-
ers (second from left) at last week's
check presentation to further develop
the StoryAmerica project in Niaga-
ra. Joining, from left: Aaron Dey of
the Discover Niagara Shuttle, Porter
Supervisor John “Duffy” Johnston,
Dotty Riordan and Karen Noonan
of the Porter Historical Society, and
Sara Capen of the Niagara Falls
National Heritage Area. (Photo by
Terry Duffy)

— be they historical interests,
area officials or local residents.
These are typically personal re-
flections, interesting tidbits or
expanded details into the people,
places and events that shaped the
region’s history and its past. The
accounts are further researched
and then developed into what is
known as “autio” stories for shar-
ing with the public via an iPhone
app.

Storyamerica.org is a project
the NFNHA offers as part of its
alliance with the U.S. National
Parks Service. The local ac-
counts, or “autio stories,” are
produced by the NFNHA for
sharing with listeners. The pro-
gram works via available funding
sources within the particular Na-
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tional Heritage Area.

Capen said the Buffalo Niaga-
ra Region is unique in that it has
two such entities — the Erie Ca-
nal National Heritage Corridor
covering Albany to Buffalo, and
the NFNHA covering Niagara
County.

“To become a National Heri-
tage Area, we go through three
different acts of Congress, and
it’'s because our history is so
significant,” she said. “New
York City does not have a Na-
tional Heritage Area, we do. We
are one of the two (areas in the
country) that has two — the Erie
Canal and us. (It) is a tribute to

2023 Rain Barrel & Compost Bin Sale

SYSTERN™ Rain Barrel
55 gallon capacity

Earth Machine™ Compost Bin
80 gallon capacity

Erie County, in partnership with the Western NY Stormwater Coalition, is once again
offering rain barrels and compost hins to encourage households to reduce their
environmental footprint through water conservation and reduced fertilizer use.

Rain Barrels
Compost Bins

Kitchen Collector

Wingdigger Compost Turner Tool
Rodent Screen/Base for Composter

$50.00 + tax
$38.00 + tax
$13.00 + tax
$10.00 + tax

$3.75 + tax

Purchase online: www.erie.compostersale.com
Orders must be placed by August 15, 2023

Households in targeted municipalities receive an additional 50-75%
reduction on rain barrels and/or compost bins. See webpage for details.

There are several environmental benefits associated with rain barrels. Foremost, rain barrels reduce stormwater
runoff. This is water that does not soak in to the ground and can transport many pollutants to our local waterways. By
using collected rainwater for watering lawns, gardens, potted plants and for washing off patio furniture and tools, rain
barrels conserve water. From a gardening perspective, the natural nutrients in rain water make it far better than tap
water,which haschlorineandfluorideinit. Witharainbarrel, gardeners can minimize or eliminate their use of chemical
fertilizers. Composting yard trimmings and food scraps is a simple way to recycle nutrients and return them to the
soil. The addition of compost enriches soil and will stimulate plant growth, thereby reducing the need for chemical
fertilizers. Composting hastheaddedbenefitofreducingtheamountofsolid waste thatwould otherwise goto alandfill.

WNY Stormwater Coalition

S

the Parks Service coming in and
saying this area is very rich.
Locally, this StoryAmerica of-
fering has become part of the
experience availed to tourists
and riders on the 17-destination
Discover Niagara Shuttle tour.
“The genesis of this was the
shuttle,” Dey said. “We have driv-
ers, but they’re not docents. If it
wasn’t for the shuttle, this initia-
tive would not have happened.”
“It’'s an entity that (we) devel-
oped with the shuttle,” Capen
said. “It’s really important for us
to extend the stay for visitors.
You do that by connecting with
places like Youngstown; people

-

do that in different ways, by look-
ing out, by connecting with their
phone and listening to a story. By
the story telling. Our goal by the
end of this year is to have stories
all along the shuttle route, so
that (the visitor) can spend time
with us.”

Dey said there are 105 stories
on the autio app with a working
list of 150 additional stories in de-
velopment — dependent on fund-
ing sources.

“They (the NFNHA) created
an initiative to research and
write over 100 important lo-
cal area stories,” he said. Once
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Cub Cadel”

XT1 L1492

Lawn Tractor

TRUCKLOAD SALES EVENT
SPECIAL IN STORE PRICING

XT1 LT50

Lawn Tractor

cubcadet.com

ZT1 54

Zero-Turn Rider

* 540cc B&S Pro Engine
* 42" Stamped Deck
« Tuff Torq® Transmission

Lawn & Garden Equipment

* 50" Fabri

STARTING AT

* 24 HPt Kohler 7000

» Tuff Torq® Transmission

» 24 HPt Kohler 7000
* 54" Fabricated Deck
* Hydro-Gear EZT 2200

STARTING AT

cated Deck

4835 Saunders Settlement Rd.
Niagara Falls, NY 14305
716-297-4783

*Product Price - Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may
vary. Models subject to limited availability. For full warranty details, visit cubcadet.com or see your local dealer. See your local dealer for
limited warranty details and information. Certain restrictions apply. Specifications and programs are subject ta change without notice.
Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications.t As rated by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross
horsepower at 3,600 RPM per SAE J1940 as rated by engine manufacturer. tt As rated by Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance
with SAE J1995 and rated in accordance with SAE J2723 and certified by SAE International
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